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THE COMMISSION FOR EUROPEAN AFFAIRS
AND THE MEDITERRANEAN
OF THE UNION INTERNATIONALE DU NOTARIAT LATIN

in September 2003 will publish
the 3rd revised and updated edition of the book

RÉGIMES MATRIMONIAUX,
SUCCESSIONS ET LIBÉRALITÉS
Droit international privé et Droit comparé

Ch. I Germany,

by Dr. Heinz L. BAUER, Notary at Frankfurt
(Main), Dr. Wolfgang BAUMANN, Notary of
Wuppertal and Dr. Peter LIMMER, Notary of
Würzburg

Ch. II Austria,

by Univ.-Prof. Dr. h.c. Dr. Walter H.
RECHBERGER, Dekan der
Rechtswissenschaftlichen der Universität Wien

Ch. III Belgium,

by Laurent BARNICH, Notary of Ath, Professor at
the Faculty of Law, Université Libre de Bruxelles,
Nico GEELHAND, licencié en notariat, and Hilde
JACOBS, Head of Legal Department, Fédération
royale du Notariat belge

Ch. IV Croatia,

by Petar SARCEVIC, Professor at the Faculty of
Law, University of Rijcka & University of Fribourg.

Ch. V Spain,

by Maria Cristina PLANELLS del POZO, Notary of
Alhaurin El Grande (Malaga) and Miguel CHECA
MARTINEZ, Professor of Private International
Law, University of Cadiz

Ch. VI Estonia,

by Kersti PRUUNSILD and Edgar GRÜNBERG,
and Viivi SEPP, Judge at the Tribunal of Tartu
District

Ch. VII France,

by Guy DURANTON, Lawyer at the Cridon, Lyon

Ch. VIII Greece,

by Elina MOUSTAIRA, Professor at the Faculty of
Law, University of Athens, Chryssapho TSCOUCA,
Lawyer, University of Athens, and Aspassia
VARDAKA-MARTINI, Notary of Pireaus

Ch. IX Hungary,

by Laszlo KECSKES, Professor at the Faculty of
Law, University of Budapest, Zoltan BERCESI,
Associate Professor, Balint KOVACS, Assistant,
Zoltan NEMESSANYI, Assistant, and Dora
PECZE, Researcher

Ch. X Italy,

by Franco SALERNO CARDILLO, Notary of
Palermo, and Domenico DAMASCELLI, Notary of
Bari

Ch. XI Luxemburg,

by Roland DE VALKENEER, Emeritus Notary of
Brussels, Emeritus Professor at the Faculty of
Law, Université Libre de Bruxelles and Edwin
VAN LAETHEM, Notary of Brussels. Updated by
Christine DOERNER, Notary of Bettembourg,
Monique WATGEN, Barrister at the Court
(Luxemburg) and Jean-Claude WIWINIUS, Judge
of the Superior Court of Justice, Luxemburg

Ch. XII Morocco,

by Najat EL KHAYAT, Notary of Casablanca and
Maurice HAMOU, Notary of Rabat

Ch. XIII The Netherlands,

by Mathijs TEN WOLDE, Professor at the Faculty
of Law - University of Gröningen (RUG) and
Maarten R. MEIJER, Notary of Amsterdam

Ch. XIV Poland,

by Maksymilian PAZDAN, Professor at the
University of Silesia (Katowice)

Ch. XV Portugal,

by Antonio FRADA de SOUSA, Researcher,
Faculty of Law, Catholic University of Portugal
(Porto), Luis MOREIRA de ALMEIDA, Notary of
Santa Maria da Feira, and Fatima COSTA
BARREIRA, Notary of Ovar

Ch. XVI Romania,

by Dr Dumitru Viorel MANESCU, Notary public,
President of the National Union of Public Notaries
of Romania (UNNPR), Dr Mircea IONESCU,
Notary public, Vice President of the UNNPR, and
Sofia Ana DAVID, Lecturer at the University of
Bucharest, Academic Secretary of the UNNPR

Ch. XVII United Kingdom (England and Wales),

by R.A.D. URQUART, Scrivener Notary, London
and Keith F.C. BAKER, Scrivener Notary, London
and Solicitor of the Supreme Court
United Kingdom (Scotland),

by Michaël P. CLANCY, Solicitor, Notary Public
and Director of the Law Society of Scotland

Ch. XVIII Slovenia,

by Karel SUPANCIC, Notary of Sofja Loka and
Barbara NOVAK, Lecturer, University of Lubjana

Ch. XIX Switzerland,

by Walter STOFFEL, Professor at the Faculty of
Law, University of Fribourg, Régis LORETAN,
Notary of Sion, and Pierre NATURAL, Notary of
Geneva

Ch. XX Czech Republic,

by Jiri SVOBODA, Notary of Prague, Dr Jiri
MIKES, Professor at the Faculty of Law,
University Charles (Prague), and Dr Kvetoslav
RUZICKA, Professor at the Faculty of Law,
University Charles (Prague)

Ch. XXI Turkey,

by Vedat Rasit SEVIG, Professor at the Faculty of
Law, University of Istanbul and Dr Mustafa
DURAL, Dean of the Faculty of Law, University of
Marmara (Fahütte)

Ch. XXII Ukraine,

by Volodymyr CHERNYSH, President of Ukrainian
Chamber of Notaries
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Preface by Mr Aart D.G. HEERING, Notary at
Amsterdam, Special Delegate of the CAEM of
the U.I.N.L. for the “ Livre Bleu du Notariat
Latin ”, and Mr José-Luiz PERALES SANZ,
Notary at Barcelona, President of the CAEM
of the U.I.N.L.

Presentation by Michel VERWILGHEN, Emeritus Professor
at the Faculty of Law, Catholic University of
Louvain (UCL), Editor of the “ Livre Bleu du
Notariat Latin ”

List of contributors

List of subscribers (Names and titles of subscribers)

THE BLUE BOOK OF THE NOTARIAT LATIN

TABLE OF CONTENTS

Previous editions

At the 7th Congress of the Notariat Latin in Brussels in
1963, an imposing volume bound in navy blue (thus the
name Blue Book) was unveiled with the title : “LES

RÉGIMES MATRIMONIAUX ET LES SUCCESSIONS

EN DROIT INTERNATIONAL PRIVÉ – Étude des solu-

tions en vigueur dans les six pays du Marché Com-

mun ”. In the preface, Professor François RIGAUX
announced : “ … mainly written by practitioners, ad-
dressed to practitioners, the work contains the answers
to the principal questions that the notary has to ask him-
self when certain international problems require his in-
tervention. ” Further, Professor Henri BATIFFOL stated
that the Notary was particularly well placed to undertake
this work : “ … he has the direct responsibility of prob-
lems to be resolved ; he must have definitive solutions. ”

The 2nd edition of the Blue Book was published in 1979,
under the title “RÉGIMES MATRIMONIAUX, SUCCES-

SIONS ET LIBÉRALITÉS. Droit international privé et

droit comparé ”, on the occasion of the XV U.I.N.L.

Congress and of the 30th anniversary of its founding.
Published by the Editions de la Baconnière (Neuchâtel -
Switzerland), it comprised two volumes totalling 2,200
pages and encompassed the family property laws of fif-
teen States.

This important work has been out of print for a number
of years. In several European countries, the subjects
which it treated have fundamentally altered, in both in-
ternal and private international law. In the meantime, in-
ternational conventions have considered these matters
and treaties are already in force in a number of European
States. Finally, practitioners have often regretted that
the book was limited to the States of Western Europe.

It was thus essential to update the work …

The forthcoming 3rd edition

The COMMISSION FOR EUROPEAN AFFAIRS AND
THE MEDITERRANEAN of the U.I.N.L. decided to un-
dertake the revision. The spirit of the work is to remain
unchanged. Important innovations to this work make it
fair to speak of it as a truly complete restructuring of

the previous edition.

The GEOGRAPHICAL EXTENT is no longer limited to
Western European States, but extends to other member
States of U.I.N.L. The volume contains about twenty na-
tional reports.

The SUBJECTS STUDIED remain those of the 2nd edi-
tion. The work will cover the entirety of private interna-
tional law relative to family property : matrimonial
systems, gifts and successions, with some developments
on institutions such as the Anglo-Saxon trust. At the re-
quest of numerous practitioners, a review of internal law
of the States on the subjects discussed has been includ-
ed.

The GENERAL INTRODUCTION, which precedes the
presentation by countries, is the result of the expansion
of the work. It contains a general review of the subjects,
making it easier to follow the national reports.

In view of the expansion of the work since the first edi-
tion, consideration has been given to an international
language. Each report is published in French and fol-
lowed by a summary in English or German.

The forthcoming edition will consist of three separate
volumes and a CD-Rom, allowing for future updates.

In brief, it is due to the utility of the previous editions
that this new “ Blue Book ” has been envisioned :

UP TO DATE

COMPLETE

PRACTICAL

USEFUL

FIRSTLY, TO PRACTITIONERS in-
terested in explanations related to
their national law : Notaries certain-
ly, but also barristers, solicitors,
judges, civil servants of internation-
al organisations or national adminis-
trations, who will find exceptional
documentation collated by distin-
guished specialists.

To RESEARCHERS ALSO : The
work is a valuable tool for law teach-
ers (private international law, com-
parative law, civil law,…), for
researchers and for students desir-
ing to know not only the content of
the normative precepts but also the
method of applying them to con-
crete situations.

To LIBRARIES : It goes without say-
ing that all libraries, general and
legal, public and private, university
and others, will be interested in the
new “ Blue Book ”. It is in effect, a
modern work.

To whom is the “Blue book” relevant?

Reading of a will.

Honoré Daumier (Marseille, 1808 - Valmondois, 1879).

General

Ch. I The International Role of the Activities of

the Notary,

by Ibrahim FADLALLAH, Agrégé des Facultés de
Droit, Barrister at the Court (Paris) and Professor
(University of Paris II). Updated by Stéphanie
MAHIEU, Research Assistant, UCL, Faculty of
Law

Ch. II The Principal Multilateral Treaties

Relating to Family Property,

by Georges A.L. DROZ, former Secretary General
of the Hague Conference on Private International
Law. Updated by Bernadette MARTIN-BOSLY,
Research Assistant, UCL, Faculty of Law

Ch. III The Relations of Family Property in

Comparative International Law,

by Ernest CAPARROS, Emeritus Professor at the
Faculty of Law, University of Ottawa, and Mireille
DAMÉ-CASTELLI, Professor at the Faculty of
Law, University Laval. Updated by Bernadette
MARTIN-BOSLY

Ch. IV International Succession and Estate

Planning in Comparative Law,

by Sophie DUCAMP-MONOD, Notary of Paris
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The subscription is open until 31nd August 2003.
Names and titles of subscribers will be printed at the beginning of the first volume

in the “List of the Subscribers to the ‘Blue Book’ ”.
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Droit International privé et Droit comparé

published under the auspices of the Commission for European Affairs and the Mediterranean of the U.I.N.L.
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